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Let’s Load  
Up the 
Camels 

When you are evaluating 
or creating a new 
program, what do you 
consider to be essential 
characteristics of a good 
program?  

 

And what are red flags 
for you? 

 



• Gettysburg College is a highly-selective, four year residential liberal arts  
 college in South Central Pennsylvania  
 

• 2600 students 
 

• 53% female, 47% male 
 

• Global Education intrinsically linked with the curriculum and Mission statement 
 

• Approximately 60% of all students study globally for at least a semester 

Gettysburg College: 
An overview 



• Division 3 athletics 
 

• Extremely supportive and involved faculty 
 

• Program choices accommodate all majors 
 

• A wide variety of geographic locations and program types (But All Single Country) 

Why do so many Gettysburg students 
Study abroad? 



 



1 

 How do students 
see themselves? 

How do we want  
them to see  
Themselves? 



What do 
students “read” 
from program 
design? 

What goals do 
students have  
for education 
abroad? 



 

Multi-Country  
Programs 

and Marketing 
 

Which countries do you want to visit?  
 

If you can't decide on one location to 
study, maybe you'd like to go to 6 or 7?  
 

…Travel-study multi-country program…. 
 

Travel in X and spend X weeks studying 
and Traveling…. 
 

With this X-week program you can earn up 
to X credits while Traveling and 
studying…. 
 

 promotes maximum cultural immersion, 
allowing you to engage in X courses in X 
locations 
 



 

Multi-country 
Program Policy 

Survey 

• Sent out a survey to 105 private 
colleges and universities and 65 public 
colleges and universities 

 
• 44% (46) response rate for private 

institutions 
 
• 31% (20) response rate for public 

institutions 
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All Public institutions approve 
some type of multi-country 
program with semester being the 
most common whereas Private 
institutions appear more 
restrictive 

Written and Publicly available 
policies are rare 



Exceptions: 

By petition, Compelling academic reasons. 
 

Definitions: 

Any program that visits more than one  
country, More than a week in another  
location, 24% have weeks requirement  
(4-16) 
 

Programs that require students to be in  
more than one country during a specified  
term 
 

Crossing national lines  
 

Require credit-bearing language study in  
any non-English speaking location –  

prevents most multi-country options  
(shared language across borders)  

Survey Reflections 
 
 



  
Who are these programs 
attracting?  
 
Affordability 

For students  
For institutions 

 

Some programs offer 
scholarships 

Access and 
inclusion 
 
 



IAU Programs 

single-country semester and 
summer program 
 
Multi-country three week 
programs in January 



IAU short term programs – why  
January and May 
 
Multi-country Short term vs  
Single country long term programs 
 
Long term Multi-country Models  
 
developing MAIR program 1 year 
terminal MA in France and Spain 
Degree abroad 
 



MA programs Abroad 
 
Multi-country MA programs 
 
How do these differ from 
undergraduate programs? 
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Multi-country Programs  
are attracting more men 

Mulit-Country Programs 
attract seniors at a  
high rate 



 
Current 

Gettysburg Policy 
Semester Programs: Multi-country 
programs are not approved.  
  
Single country programs with 
out-of-country programmatic 
travel may be approved if the 
program is in one country for 
at least 12 weeks. 



Current 
Gettysburg Policy 

Short-term programs (both 
January and summer):  
registrar approves course 
content and credit.   
 
 

The program itself is not 
reviewed by CGE nor do 
students apply with the 
college.  
 
Advising on program choice is 
common but not required. 

 



Rethinking  
Gettysburg’s Policy? 

Gettysburg’s curriculum reflects  
the philosophy that even comparative 
work should be done based in 
language study and a foundational 
perspective 
 
 

shorter-Term Programs are evaluated 
solely as a course – exactly as if 
the course was taken in the U.S. 
over the same Time period.  
 
 

We do not include these in our  
study abroad numbers. 



Rethinking  
Gettysburg’s Policy? 

Multi-country programs can offer 
comparative experiences but have 
inherent challenges 
 
Will students choose the programs 
for the comparative content or for 
the travel? 

 
Even with proper advising, 
Gettysburg students cite travel as 
A major motivating factor 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Forum standard 3:  
The Organization …Maintain clear  
and transparent (academic) Policies  
 
 

Traditional study abroad used to  
be in one Country and language 
 
 

Language Departments used to drive 
program models (archaic?) 
 
 

Is education abroad changing with  
the market? Are universities 
responding to this changing ease  
of travel? 
 

Wrap Up 
 
 



 

Breakout 
Discussion Questions 

Do multi-country programs legitimize 
or even create student expectation of 
the myth of explorer/traveler? 

 
In what ways do students need to be 
prepared Differently when they are 
embarking on a multi-country 
Program Vs a Single Country 
Program? 

 
What types of students would most 
benefit by attending a multi-country 
program? 
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